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and Venerable     

 Dr Kenneth Lay
0422 148 952
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Readman
Fr Mitchell Porter 
Fr Kevin Bourke

Wardens: 

Owen Stanley
0419656816

Leigh Kennedy
0473974282

Phone 0432 833 451  
Post PO Box 108, Townsville, 4810    
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stjamescathedral@hotmail.com 
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Services
Sundays:
              7.15 am St Marks Belgian Gardens
                            9 am St James

Mon, Tues, Wed & Friday St James:
              8.30 am Morning Prayer

Wednesday St James:
               Eucharists 12 noon & 5.30pm

Saturday:
                5 pm St Margarets Magnetic Island

 St James is open most weekdays 8am-noon                                      
(except in Jan)
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DIRECT DEBIT • Church Wardens of St James Cathedral General Account

•  BSB 034 222

• Acc  250713

ANONYMOUS DONATION (ANFIN)
A full brochure & information can be found at

ANFIN — Anglican Church Southern Queensland (anglicanchurchsq.org.au
•

If you use either of these methods you may pick up a laminated card from the table 
on entry, to deposit in the offering plate

Thanksgiving

https://www.anglicanchurchsq.org.au/anfin
https://www.anglicanchurchsq.org.au/anfin
https://www.anglicanchurchsq.org.au/anfin


in December





7.30am Tuesdays & 11am Wednesdays



9am-12 noon daily 
Nov 25th – Dec 10th 
St James Cathedral

.

A static display in the 
Warrior’s Chapel during these 

16 days, focuses  on the 
elimination of Gender Based 
Violence in the community





Grace over Violence

A prayer service for victims and 
perpetrators of domestic and gender-

based violence

A service to mark 16 Days of Activism
 will be held in St James Cathedral 

10am
6th December





Advent 2

The Second Candle: 

The PEACE that 
is to come

December  7th 

The candle of Peace shines bright with God’s 
plan

The wolf will lie down and dwell with the lamb

Our guns and our weapons, our hatred and war,

Will give way to the gardens that heal and restore





Nativities from around the World
6pm – 8pm  December 10th – 13th

The display will be launched with a Family Night (sausage sizzle and 
Christmas crafts) on December 10th 

St Peter’s Anglican Church 

•  Cnr Leigh & Ralston Sts,  West End 



Advent 3

The Pink (or 

Rose) Candle 

symbolises 

JOY for the 

promise is 

almost fulfilled.

December 14th 

The candle of Joy reminds us to sing,

For God is at work to do a new thing.

The proud will be humbled, the lowly will rise.

God’s kingdom is one of delight and surprise



6pm Sunday December 14th   



• Promotional Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUI053yz5AU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUI053yz5AU


Advent 4 

The Fourth Candle: 

The LOVE of God 
for humanity

December 21st 



Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the first Christmas without a loved family 
member who has recently died or it may be a time that has always been lonely. The constant 

refrains on radio and television, in shopping centres and churches, about the happiness of the 
season, about getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of what they have 
lost. We can feel alone in the midst of the celebrating and joy. We need the space and time to 

acknowledge our sadness; we need to know that we are not alone. We sometimes need 
encouragement to live the days ahead of us.
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6 pm
December 21st 



December 12th 
Happy Birthday 

Rev Shirley



The Revd Shirley Rose Thomson



Christmas Eve
St James
5pm Eucharist with Children’s Talk (building the crib)
9pm Vigil Mass for Christmas

St Margarets, Magnetic Island
5pm A service of Lessons & Carols

Christmas Day
St James
9am Christmas Eucharist

St Marks, Belgian Gardens
7.15am Christmas Eucharist



The Centre 
White Candle 

is lit on Christmas 
Eve or Day to display 
that the light of Christ 

has come into the 
world in fulfilment of 

the prophecies



of the





Until January 13th 
2026

•Don’t waste your points. 
•Redeem the glasses for Althea



Thank you to all who have contributed 
toiletries for the MU Hygiene Packs.
This year 600 Packs have been distributed to 5 different charities



Dear Friends,

Thank you for your recent donation of stamps which are a 
valuable source of income for the work of ABM.
The money generated from your donation of stamps 
supports the work of ABM throughout the Anglican 
Communion and often funds much needed projects which 
we find difficult to resource from our regular donations.

Please note we no longer take Australian Stamps under 50c.

Please pass on our thanks to the people involved in 
collecting, and in some cases cutting and sorting, the 
stamps and who have helped make your donation possible.

Kind Regards

Denise Geddes
Anglican Board of Mission  - Australia Ltd



Beautiful cards made by Noela & 
Anglican Prayers beads made by 

Bernice. Proceeds to St James

Thinking of Christmas gifts?



MtS prefers to purchase the gifts 
themselves to ensure each seafarer 
receives a consistent and high-quality 
pack. These typically include items 
such as a beanie, cap, tea or coffee 
mug, small souvenir(s), and 
individually wrapped chocolates.

This year, they aim to prepare at least 
300 gift packs for distribution to crew 
members on ships visiting the port in 
the two weeks leading up to and 
during Christmas.

https://www.mts.org.au/donations

https://www.mts.org.au/donations


Remember Althea at 
Christmas 
Thank you to those who 
regularly bring in 
groceries. 

As well as installation of new fans and a new fridge, the 
Port of Townsville Rotary Club have just donated individual 
plum puddings for the Christmas Lunch  
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in November



We welcome in

Tevita Vanisi Fa’ukafa
Mila Mae Viven
Charlie James Spragg
Cooper Wilson
Linkin Wilson





Award Recipients



St Margaret’s 
Church, 

Magnetic Island

Patronal Festival



St Margaret’s Anglican Church, Magnetic Island, celebrates its Saint’s Day
The annual celebration of the Feast of St Margaret of Scotland is always of particular importance to our church on 
the Island, but this year was especially memorable for us.  On Saturday, 15th November 2025, in addition to our 
small congregation and visiting locals, we were graced with the presence of retired Archbishop of Melbourne, 
Bishop Philip Freier and his wife Joy, as well as Dean Fr Kenneth, Rev Christine Reedman and a goodly number 
from St James’ Cathedral. In anticipation of being joined by extra worshippers, we had put our heads together to 
plan a Maggie Island welcome.

On emerging from the ferry at 4.20pm, eleven visitors were whisked away to church in a maxi-taxi, while everyone 
else was driven to St Margaret’s in private cars. Afternoon tea gave us an opportunity to greet and mingle with 
our guests, then the ringing of our church bell signalled the start of the service. Bishop Philip’s sermon on St 
Margaret’s devotion to the early Scottish church, and how attitudes change over time, was enjoyed by all and the 
hymn-singing fairly raised the roof!

After service we proceeded to a small Indonesian-themed restaurant, Beach Bums, where, seated in their shady 
garden around a very long table, we ate tacos, burgers, nachos or nasi goreng. There was a constant buzz of 
conversation, punctuated with bursts of laughter, as people found common ground: places they had lived in, 
clergy they had known and ailments overcome! At 7.30pm, the guests again piled into the maxi-taxi and cars to 
catch the 8pm ferry.  We waved goodbye to our new friends from the “Big Island” and were left with wonderful 
memories of the 2025 celebration of St Margaret’s Day. 

We would like to thank everyone who helped make the afternoon and evening such a success, in particular Fr 
Kenneth, Úna Glavin, Susan Darlington, Janis and Alan Chapman, Barbara Abé and Rumi Dunlap.

Una Glavin & Susan Darlington



•The Evening News (Rockhampton, Qld. : 1924 - 1941) Tue 22 Dec 1925
• MACKAY ANGLICAN CHURCH.
•.

MACKAY ANGLICAN CHURCH.
Rector Accepts office of Canon.
MACKAY,- 21-12-25,— The Bishop of North 
Queensland (Bishop Feetham), who has been on a 
visit to the Mackay district for the past few days, 
administered- confirmation in Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church tonight- to 45 candidates.-
 He announced after the close of the service that 
the Rev. F. L. Ash who twice in six months had 
declined offers of promotion, had been asked, to 
accept the office of Canon in the Cathedral of St 
James', Townsvllle. This, however, did not mean 
that Mackay would lose the services of Mr. Ash. 
The Rev. Ash in accepting, said he, trusted the 
people of the Mackay parish would continue to 
support him in the work of building their new 
church.

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/201401383?searchTerm=feetham
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/201401383?searchTerm=feetham
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/201401383?searchTerm=feetham
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/201401383?searchTerm=feetham
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/201401383?searchTerm=feetham
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/201401383?searchTerm=feetham
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/21078707?searchTerm=feetham
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/21078707?searchTerm=feetham


Nothing to read for the long, hot summer?
Check out the interesting titles 
in the Cathedral bookcase



For more 
information, 
contact the           
Ethics Team
ethics@jcu.edu.au.

mailto:ethics@jcu.edu.au


Thanks  Betty Daly
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