
July 2026 Parish News

Townsville Ministry Unit



Eucharists 
9am Sunday

Wednesday
12 noon & 5.30pm

St James is open most 
weekdays 8.30am-noon 



Our Ministry Unit

Assisting Clergy
 

Bishop Freier
Rev Vic Hall

Rev Christine Readman
Fr Mitchell Porter 

Rev Shirley Thomson
Rev Frances Maltby

 Phone 0432 833 451  
 Post PO Box 108, Townsville, 4810    

 Email: stjamescathedral@hotmail.com 
 Website: stjamescathedral.com.au
 Facebook: /townsvillecathedral/
Instagram@cathedral.tsv

Wardens: 

Owen Stanley
0419656816

Leigh Kennedy
0473974282

Rev Kevin Bourke

Email kgb1960@icloud.com
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Dr Philip Freier began his career as a teacher in northern Australia, teaching on Thursday Island, 
Kowanyama, and Yarrabah. He was also an advisory teacher in Aboriginal education with the 
Queensland Education Department.

After his ordination in 1982, Freier was a curate in Kowanyama, Queensland, During his time in 
Kowanyama he studied and became a fluent speaker of one of the local indigenous languages, 
the Koko-Bera language and is now one of only approximately 50 speakers of this endangered tongue.

He then became the rector of St Oswald's Banyo, an then Christ Church Bundaberg. 

In 1999, he became Bishop of the Northern Territory, and from 2014 to 2020, Dr Freier served as the 
16th Anglican Primate of Australia. From December 2006 to February 2025, he served as the 10th 
Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne and the 13th Bishop of Melbourne. Before ordination. Bishop Freier 
has been a chaplain to the Royal Australian Air Force Reserve since 2001.[

He was chair of the Brotherhood of St Laurence and has extensive experience on boards, including 
higher education providers.

Bishop Freier’s ministry covered all socio‐economic and cultural groups with a strong interest in and 
concern for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

He chaired the Board of Delegates of the Australian College of Theology and was Chair of the Doctrine 
Commission of the General Synod. His previous positions include Examining Chaplain to the Archbishop 
of Brisbane, Area Dean of the Burnett in the Diocese of Brisbane, Rector at Christ Church Bundaberg in 
the Diocese of Brisbane, and Rector St Oswald’s Banyo in the Diocese of Brisbane.

Bishop Freier

Thank you to Bishop Freier 
for taking some services in 
the absence of the Dean

Bishop Freier retired as Archbishop of Melbourne on 9 February 2025, his 70th birthday
He maintains a keen interest in Australian Anglican history. From 2000 to 2003, he was an Honorary Fellow of the 
Faculty of Law, Business and Arts at the Northern Territory University.
He is also a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.
The Federation University Council appointed Dr Philip Freier as Chancellor in 2025. Dr Freier has served on the Council since 2021 and as Deputy Chancellor since 
2023. He is Chair of the Governance and Strategy Committee and sits on multiple Council committees. Bishop Freier retired as Archbishop of Melbourne on 9 
February 2025, his 70th birthday
He maintains a keen interest in Australian Anglican history. From 2000 to 2003, he was an Honorary Fellow of the Faculty of Law, Business and Arts at the 
Northern Territory University.
He is also a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.
The Federation University Council appointed Dr Philip Freier as Chancellor in 2025. Dr Freier has served on the Council since 2021 and as Deputy Chancellor since 
2023. He is Chair of the Governance and Strategy Committee and sits on multiple Council committees.
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in July





• Coming of the Light celebration 1959 Kemus, 

Erub, Torres Strait. © Queensland Museum.
Each year on the 1st of July Torres Strait Islanders celebrate The 
Coming of the Light – this commemorates the coming of Christianity 
to the islands. It began on the 1st of July 1871 when the Reverend 
Samuel MacFarlane of the London Missionary Society anchored at 
Erub Island and was welcomed on the island.
 
This day is an island specific public holiday and many  Torres Strait 
Islanders whether they live on the islands or the mainland will come 
together every year to celebrate this day.

July 1st 
Coming of 
the Light

https://www.qm.qld.gov.au/
https://www.qm.qld.gov.au/


Ordination
of

Dr Lynore Geia as Deacon
 in the Church of God 

  St James’ Cathedral
 

Friday July 10th at 6.00pm. 

Please bring a plate for supper





July 12th 



Entries close 
July 15th 

Further information for Artists including Entry Form

Further information for Artists including Entry Form
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Friends of St James Cathedral

Meeting
9am Saturday 

July 18th

All Welcome

https://www.stjamescath
edral.com.au/friends-of-
the-cathedral/

Discussions about 
the up-coming Art 
and Craft Exhibition
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July 25th

 St James 

(the greater): 

His symbol is the 

scallop shell 

which is the 

symbol of 

pilgrimage and 

stands for this 

apostle's zeal and 

missionary spirit. 





July 26th       St.  Anne

• According to Church tradition, Anne was the mother of the Virgin Mary. 

Our window was donated by the Estate of Myrtle Olive May Smith in 
memory of Elizabeth Fenton

• Dedicated 7th June 1981 

• Designed and made by Michael Murphy, Sandringham, Victoria at a cost 
of $2000. 

Founders Weekend

We welcome St Anne’s Alumni and 

the Cathedral School of St Anne and St James String Ensemble



July 29th

EXHIBITION 
OPENING



Installation
of the 14th

Dean of St James Cathedral 

the Very Rev Jeffery Akoai

  St James’ Cathedral
 

Friday July 31st at 6.00pm. 

Please bring a plate for supper

Please pray for Jeffery, his 
wife Julieth and their two 
sons, Jeff and Jedd



Donations can be made through the envelopes 
or direct debit, marked with the name of Mission 

• BSB 034 222

• Account Number 250713 250713 



in Januaryin 
June



We welcome into God’s Family
Hudson Reed STYLES



Last Sunday Service 

at St Mark’s Church



















…to those who 
unloaded Brother 
Robin Warsop’s 
4,000 books that 
were donated to the 
Archives.

…to Helen and Tom who 
have spent many hours 
preparing the Deanery, 
inside and out, for the 
arrival of Fr Jeffrey and 
his family



Have you 
checked out our 
Cathedral Book 
Shelf lately?

Thank you Rev Shirley 
for sorting the books



60 years ago

120 years ago



Jesus Raising the Widow’s Son.

• In memory of Thomas S. Worthington and his 
younger brother, John William. 

Donated by Rev T. Worthington (South Australia) 
and Rev H.W. Worthington (Herberton) in memory of 
their sons and brother

This was the first window installed in the Cathedral 

Installed on July 1st 1896

130 years ago



• In 2026, we will celebrate 150 years since Mothers’ 

Union was founded in the small parish church of 

Old Alresford, Hampshire, by Mary Sumner, a 

vicar’s wife with a bold vision. She believed that 

women, regardless of class or status, could come 

together in faith to support one another and 

strengthen family life within the Church.

• From that single spark of an idea, a global 

movement was born – and Mothers’ Union has 

grown to 4 million members across 84 countries. 

As we look to the future our members will continue 

working to improve the lives of individuals, families, 

and communities around the world. At the heart of 

everything we do will remain our unwavering belief 

that faith and compassion can transform lives.



Don’t waste your points!
Redeem and pass onto Althea





Catering

Thank you to all who cater for the Sunday Morning Teas. Thank you also 
Brenda and Helen for catering for the Law Year Opening Morning Tea

We are looking for Ladies OR Men who would like to help with 
Sunday Morning Teas or some upcoming catering. There is a lot 
on in July/August

 July 10th -Supper for Lynore Geia’s Ordination
 July 29th -Art and Craft Exhibition Opening 6pm
 July 31st -Supper for Installation of Dean
 August 7th -Featured Artist Presentation 6pm

 



The Australian Newspaper 
May 20-22
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